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Ocean Aircraft of Five Nations : Contrasting 
Approaches to a Common Problem j has 


PPARENTLY the rivalry among transatlantic 
A operating companies and the designers of their 
equipment will become so intense that com- 
mercial aviation will receive a fillip comparable 
with that which resulted in such great technica] progress 
during the war. Already at least four distinct 
approaches are being made to the problems associated 
with the regular carriage of passengers, mails and freight 
to North America; there are multi-engined flying-boats 
adapted from standard commercial models, floatplanes 
for catapult launching, high-speed landplanes, and the 
Mayo-composite effort. Flying boats and landp!anes are 
likely to evolve along their peculiar lines, but it may be 
found that the catapulting of floatplanes and aerial! 
‘‘ pick-a-back’’ launching are but stepping stones to 
more practical methods of assisting take off, for of all 
the problems which beset designers of long-range com 
mercial] machines the take-off question looms blackest. 
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The success of Cambria and Caledonia, the special long 
range Empire-type flying boats of Imperial Airways, and 
the Pan American Sikorsky Clipper in preliminary North 
Atlantic flights is already flying history. These flights, 
have provided data for the introduction for similar duties 
of boats of about double the weight as typified by the so- 
called ‘‘ Double-Empire '’ machines now in the early stages 
of construction at Rochester and the Boeing 314 Super 
Clipper well advanced at Seattle. 

There is a certain affinity between the Short and Boeing 
efforts. So far as is known, the Short will be powered with 
four Bristol Hercules two-row sleeve-valve radials which 
represent the latest air-cooled practice in the 1,300-1,500 
h.p. category, while the Boeing has been designed to take 
the new Wright two-row Cyclone which, operating on 100- 
octane fuel, should give a similar output. Details of the 
Short are being withheld, but the Boeing concern, anxious 
to publicise its decision to concentrate on four-engined 
machines exclusively, has issued a certain amount of infor 
mation on the Model 314. 
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